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of the Duke of Savoy to form an alliance with France to
restrain imperial aggression,
Fortunately for Toleration, and for England's position in
Europe, the question of the Succession had already come p°wer
.    ,	.	_   _       ,	.	„    ,      ,___        J        , .     dermnied by
into prominence. Only the attitude of the Whigs to this his inability
question was clear: tthey would never allow a Jacobite
Restoration, for it still implied the repudiation of the
National Debt and the ruin of the moneyed interest. The
rigours of Bolingbroke 's policy, moreover, had finally
convinced them that a restoration of the Stewarts and the
consequent political domination of the Tories would lead
to their annihilation. They there rore sought to have the
Elector of Hanover brought to England, to place a price on
the head of the Pretender, and to open negotiations, through
Nottingham, with the Hanoverian Tories. The Tories
were hopelessly divided; a section was prepared for the
Hanoverian Succession; but on the whole they realised
that with the accession of George I their power would be
broken. Therefore their official leaders, Oxford and Boling-
broke, both had negotiations with the Pretender, yet Oxford
was sincerely attached to Hanover and Bolingbroke, resting
on the support of the High Church Tories, could never afford
to support the Pretender unless he would become an Anglican.
This James steadily refused to do. Bolingbroke therefore
concentrated his energies on increasing the power of the
Tories, hoping that whether James or George succeeded
when Anne died, he and his party would be sufficiently
strong to command recognition.
The divisions of the Tory party ruined it; for Boling-
broke's triumph " was rotten before he could harvest it,"1 ^ Tory
party
Had he been given a long lease of power, having the support
of the Queen, he might have made the support of the Tories
essential to the succeeding sovereign and have thrust upon
the country the religious intolerance, the power of the
squirearchy, and the penalisation of the moneyed classes, for
which his party stood. But Bolingbroke was robbed of his
projected victory by the death of the Queen just five days
after Oxford had been dismissed. George, Elector of
1 Felling, History of Tory Party, p, 361.

